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P:   The Dasara is celebrated for ten days from the
New Moon Day at the end of September in the
month of Puratasi or Kanya. Durga,  Lakshmi,
Saraswati and other idols are exhibited and wor-
shipped. On the 10th day Saraswati Pooja or
worship of the Goddess of learning is performed.
Durga is the consort of Lord Siva and the God-
dess ofSakti or energy. Lakshmi, consort of Lord
Narayana, is the Goddess of wealth, prosperity,
beauty, compassion and auspicious qualities.

The Deepavali is the festival of rows of light.
It is celebrated on the night previous to the New
Moon Day in Tulam  Month or the later half of
October. It was qn that day Lord Krishna destro-
yed the demon   Narafcasura who was giving
trouble to the people. At the time of his death
Narakasura requested Lord Krishna to ask the
people to celebrate the day of his death every
year. The boon was granted.   So we celebrate
Deepavali by firing crackers, eating sweets and
lighting rows of lamps. The significance of this
festival is that we celebrate the defeat of evil
forces and   entertain the light of virtues,

In the month ofKartigai (November-December)
Kartigai Deepam    is celebrated on the full-
moon day. The significance of this festival is also
to burn the evil thoughts in our mind and get the
light of right knowledge.  In the next month of
Margasirsha, devotees get up early in the morn-
ing before sunrise, take bath, wear clean clothes
and go along streets, singing Thirupavai and
ThiruvempavaL     In Tamilnadu women
observe Pavainonbu .    On the first day of
Makara month corresponding to 15th of January